CURRICULUM INTRO
WHAT IS CURRICULUM?
· Curriculum means the kind of information/ knowledge students should study at different grade levels; for example, a kindergarten student should learn counting numbers 1-20 and should be able to recognize the alphabet letters, while a grade 1 student should learn addition and subtraction at least up to 10 and gain basic reading skills for simple words (such as I, go, time, etc.)

· In short curriculum means “what” info is being taught.

· Curriculum expectations are defined at each grade level by the school boards, while in Ontario they are to be found publicly at www.curriculum.org  web-site; however, even with the expectations defined, we can see within the public schools students with very different knowledge levels – for example, some kids learn how to read fluently by the end of grade 1 – while other by the end of grade 2, etc. However, this has to do more to do with practice level and how much they were being taught (by parents, educators, community centers, etc.) than with the child learning capacity of the child (which assumes most children are quite capable of learning – although some may have learning difficulties as well).

· WHO IS THE TEACHER?

· The parents have a choice to home-school themselves (teach the children themselves) or

· They can hire a teacher/tutor for their kids, especially for the subjects the parent is not much familiar with; 

· They can home-school together with other parents (the parents who are strong in English could teach that subjects, while other parents who are strong with Math or Science could teach those subjects, etc.) – in essence, the home-schooling parents (usually mother) can rotate based on their subject skill strengths.

· Home-schooling time is flexible (morning, afternoon, etc.) – but the parents should try to keep a constant routine – so that the child is used to/ understands well what he/she is supposed to do.

· CHOOSING A CURRICULUM:

· Also, with home-schooling the parents have a few choices on what material they should choose study with their children.             

· For the beginners, it is good to buy study books at the curriculum grade level – such as for Canadian Ontario curriculum – the following books are recommended (Canadian Complete curriculum or English/Math Smart – gr. 1-8, Frank Shaffer books – more US based curriculum, etc.); however, the parents should read the lessons in advance and make sure to remove/skip any un-Islamic material (Halloween, music, kuffar holidays, etc); these kinds of books can be found in stores such as Chapters, Indigo or some specialty teacher-stores (which are stores that sell teaching-learning materials with teachers in mind).   

· Also, Islamic knowledge can be incorporated within study themes – for example, while studying Canadian Geography/ population – the children could also study the number and ethnicity (country of origin) of Muslim in different Canadian cities – info available through Statistics Canada; or their contribution to the Canadian society. Other sources of this knowledge could come from local web-sites – such torontomuslims.com, etc. 

· Parents can buy/dowload themes – study units in different subject areas – available on-line or in teacher stores (such as Scholastic,etc.)

· Parents can create their own study units – gathering research from on-line, books, own experiments, etc. – but this is more time consuming and could be done by those with more teaching experience already.

· Taking the kids to the library and reading stories could be one of the favourite activities

· Parents can use on-line materials, audio and video materials or documentaries to teach their kids different subject themes.

· Outdoor activities (sports and recreation) are also part of the “curriculum” since the activities are vital to the kids life.

· If parents own a business – you could take/schedule time to involve the kids in the actual business – so they have practical knowledge of life outside books – or what we call “life-experience”

· Organizing activities with other kids/parents could be fun for everyone from time-to-time.

· In the end – there are lots of  choices of what or how to teach the kids, this article explores some of the basic ideas – parents could become really very creative on their own while their experience level with home-schooling increases.

(for any questions or comments, you can contact sister Mariam – cristinna7@yahoo.com - www.withkidsinmind.net )
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