INTRO TO HOMESCHOOLING
By Sister Mariam Ignat

· This short article is supposed to help the parents who have no experience with the home-schooling process, or minimal experience. The home-schooling info is primarily Canadian/Ontario based, but the procedure may be somewhat similar in other countries too.

· In Canada home-schooling is allowed by law. Many Muslim families choose to home-school since the public school system does not meet the religious requirements of Muslims. 

In Ontario, the Education Act states the following under Section 21(2)(a):

a child is excused from attendance at school if, the child is receiving satisfactory instruction at home or elsewhere.

· If you intend to home-school, you need to inform the school of your intention. They will make you fill an application of two parts. One comprises of general information (such as your name, address, child/children homeschooled, etc.) The second part asks the parents what resources they intend to use and what kind of schedule they make for their children. 

· The school may also have some questions as to why you intend to home-school; they may also wish to assess if you are serious about home-schooling or if there is anything they could do to provide your child any facilities to keep them in school. But is you are determined to home-school, that is your legal and parental right.

· It is recommended that you make the study schedule from home (Monday to Friday by subject) – so that when you go there (appointment with principal or vice-principal) you save time.  

· You should check the (Ontario) curriculum guidelines to see what learning expectations are necessary for each level.  (http://curriculum.org/index2.shtml)

· Once the documents are done, you are ready to home-school. You do not need a teaching certificate to do this. 

· SOME BASIC GUIDELINES TO FOLLOW FOR BEGINNING HOMESCHOOLERS:

· It is recommended that you buy any English or Math textbook, which covers the curriculum guidelines (such as Complete English Smart or Complete Math Smart), from a library such as Chapters or others. This way you ensure that you cover the guidelines. The Home-Schoolers Kit can also be used from this web-site as well; you need to see which level/ worksheets are most useful for your child’s level.

· The beginning one to three months may prove difficult in home-schooling because you need to experiment with your child/children to see how they learn best and to make the transition between the public-school and home-school.  The child may perceive that this is not “a real school” – and it may be difficult for him/ her to see the parent (usually) the mother become the “Teacher”. However, with time the teaching/learning routine is developed and things get easier day-by-day.

· Keep in mind that kids learn in different ways. You need to provide variety in learning. So, even at home you can switch between worksheets, watching educational videos, learning with rhymes, etc. When the weather is good, have more outdoor activities and education trips to provide learning.

· Kids are very creative. As an example my daughter came up with her own version of “Daniel Cook”; when she solves a math calculation she replaces the words “Daniel Cook” with the answer number (such as this is 69, on a bike or a plane, etc.) Who among adults will ever think of this? She finds it a fun way of learning. So, as a parent you need to adjust with children’s mind and perception, which can be very different from ours.
· When/if you get frustrated – when it seems that your child does not understand what you are trying to teach, take a short break and re-thing the teaching strategy; try to find a new/different way of explaining the same thing.

· As with everything else, you need to be persistent to ensure success.

· Some useful Home-schooling links are included in the Website’s Links Category (Home-schooling Section). One link is provided right in the document and is very useful for Canadian Home-schoolers (http://www.flora.org/homeschool-ca/faq.html )

· If your child is in the higher grades (high-school) you may want to eventually enrol them in any on-line accredited schools – so that they obtain credits recognized by the Canadian government; or you could send them to an Islamic school of you can afford it. 

· This information is very basic but could prove to be a good resource for beginning home-schoolers, in sha’ Allah.

· For any questions or comments on this topic, contact sister Mariam at cristinna7@yahoo.com.
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